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agencies the mere facts of the link-up. Eventually I decided to start the story : " I motored from Cassino to the Anzio beach-head today—proof positive that the junction between the main Fifth Army and the beach-head forces is firm and solid."
Whether this was the best approach I do not presume to say. The opening phrase has taxed the brains of journalists ever since the cult of putting the story in the first sentence arose. Mr. Churchill, having his own solution, began one of his stories about the Boer War like this: "Boom. Thud, thud. Boom, boom. Thud-thud-thud, thud, thud, thud-boom." It was his onomatopoeic way of describing the heavy cannonading at Ladysmith.
Relief and satisfaction at a good story completed to the best of ability soon gave place to a new concern. The fall of Rome, grand climax to the campaign, could only be a matter of days. Originally it had been intended that the Fifth and Eighth Armies, comrades in arms, should march in triumphantly side by side. Then, as the Fifth Army forces breaking out of the Anzio bridgehead swung round, it became apparent that Rome could, conveniently, be occupied by the Fifth Army alone.
General Mark W. Clark, the American commander of the Fifth Army, was excessively anxious for this honour, and made it fairly plain. Generals Alexander and Lcese courteously agreed. The Eighth Army, which had marched two thousand miles from Alamcin, politely stood back and bowed the Fifth Army forward. The Eighth surrendered its loved and hated Highway Six to the Fifth, and paused for three days in order to allow them to go forward. I doubt very much whether our allies of the Fifth Army fully recognised or even realised this act of generosity.
On the whole, the Eighth Army accepted the decision philosophically, but there was much disappointment when leave to visit Rome was refused for some time. Although General Mark Clark, the human leaning tower of Pisa, may have lacked the charm and diplomacy of an Eisenhower, and was apt to betray his eagerness, I cannot agree withher side." They joined up with an American reconnaissance squadron at 9 a.m., he said, and altogether had been working for sixteen hours lifting minese had done the right thing.ers, scorched and withered palms stilld hig
